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NOT YOUR TYPICAL

FISH STORY

Cobo barvest means more food
on shelf for North County Food Bank

By DAVE FISHER + The Citizen

As fish stockes go, this isn't your typical tale.
It's not abous the big one that got away or the
boatload of fishers who caught their limit in a
few hours ar sca,

But it is a good story just the same.

Tt ask Bill Camprtell or Mike Ehlen who, foe the sac-
ond year in & row, helped spearhend o vodaateer effort
10 trarspoet halchery -puodocad cobo salon o the end
of their life cyele 1 Garibaldi 10 be peocessed and
canmed for the North County Food Bank is Wheeler.

“It's yest the kind of thang that makes everyone
invalved feel good,” said Campbell, & resideat of Maa-
zanita, who in retirement remains active and dedicated
to helping omt where he can

The effort, which Campbell bopes 1o continoe: & on
smnual gvent, begas last year whien Joe Watkins, man-
ager af the Nehalem Fish Haichery, contacied Noeth
Courey Food Bank President Imie Camell about the Ove-
oo Depaniment of Fish and Wikdiafe's coho harvest

gram.

shoer, ODFW makes aviulabie to ood banks across
the ssate seplus coho far distribetoa o thase in need.

Camelli, i & conversation with Campbell, lamened
thaal she hadd heen contactad by the hatchery, but dida 't
have the volanteer resources of capatulity 10 recerve
and process the fish

“1 asked her if 1 could give it a shot om beball of B
food bank,” ssed Campbell, “The answer wies “yes "™ And
U et 13 Bty -

Campbell was guack 1o enlst B help of Ehlen, & |8
Neabicabmae resident, and Dirus Peake, owner of the
Tillamcok Bay Boathouse, & licersed food-geocessing
Fscility m Ganibaldi, Last fill, with the help of volusteers
and the blessing of ODFW, the local food Bank receival
1,129 cams of cobo fillets. Everyone was ecstatc,

Thant was last yeur v

Thas year, Camphbell snd Ehken see having & hand -
time keeping track of e number of Gsh they have [
gum;rdtd fmfliht Waterhouse Falls fish trap on the

iehlem North Fock 3 few mades upatream from the
hatchery., $o the Tillamook Bay Buathowse cannery in  Above: Volumesr |
Garibaldi. Gf" Gosser, al

On Monday, Oct_ 11, as the three- to fourwoek wm- a "rom
dow for migrating cobo drew 0 a close, Camphell and loy L3y
Ehlen. expected to pick up 25 fid their first trip, It Toree :"":
tumed out 1o be S4. By day's ond. 101 cobo hard been har-  S2F 288 €200
yesed. the trap. Al

"It's 2 new daily recoed,” Eblen exclaimed. MP' ;)

September and early Ocvober ruinfall belped the oo ¢'z‘. L
cause, sukd Derek Wiley of ODFW and the OSU Life- oo Bay Boot-
cycle Monsoceg Project tht with ofer agencies md €t poyes i Goribol
en Involvement Jooks o restore healthy salmoa pop-  di fillet and pro-
wlatlons and thelr wasersheds. coss the 1olmon

Wiley Is e go-o guy who advised Campbell and from
Ehles on e run and which days activity was taking m‘a,g_
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Fundrazsm effort belps pay for coho processing

Continund from poge 1

place. “It"s a good run thas year,” he
said. “Better than lnst year...anc
good-sized fish "

All agreed. the coho are karge
this year, simply bigger fish, and uned
receatly have been, foc the most pant
bright cheome in color.

Characiecizing the ODFW scanr
effont, Campbell Is most

ecitive. “The coor-
dination with ODEW hes
Just bees terrific.”

As fish made their
way upstream thes fall,
those that eniered te fidh
ladder were examined
and measured for size,
For hanchery cobo & wis
the end of @e line. Native
ssdoon were relemsed w
ontinns thes joumnmey.

“The fish came about
i csmly as carly @ they
come this year,” s&id
Ehlen, “and they
sgpeared 10 be higper.™
Averaging moce thanl7
pounds per fish, Ehlen
s Campbell were exci-
ad shoul & greaker yield
this year, At It count, over 630 fish
200 from the teachery waelf, had beoer
harvested. translating inlo spwards
of 6000 cims (7.5-02 in size) of fish
In sddstion, 20 sslmon fllets pre-
pared by the Boathouse were deliv-
eved 10 the Nebalemn Bay Houwse anc
Kikhis House assisted living facili-
ties

Harving got their feet wet kst year
Campbell and Ehlen streambimed the
process thes time arcend sranspoeting
whole fish on ice to Garibaldi. Las
season, the fish were cleaned on-slie
at the fish trap consuming moee vaol-
unteer hours.

“We thought setting up a cheaning
station in the aoea of the trup last yea
was the best approach.” sad Camp-
bell, "but we modifiad tha s yeu
with the placement of loe wones and
twice daily transport to the
Boahouse. .. much more efficien

and fasier, smmg Al haads exira
howses and work ™
While vakentoers sill play » key
mole, the numiber soaded isn'l as gresd
this year. “The operation & so ¢l

ciest, we've been sbie to get by with
fewer volunteers,” Ciorpbell said
Also new this year is » fundres-
ing «fTort 10 help pay for the ceaning
and processng of the fish ot the Til-

Vokntear Bil Com, IondNenhCocmfyFoodld
presided imie Can:ﬁlhhm

they come this year,
and they appeared
to be bigger.”

Volunteer

Mike Ehlen

lamook Bay Boathouse, where the
proprictors, Peake and Com Holtz,
have pledped 1o process the fish o
$1.50 per can, their cost. So far,
roughly $3.500 (and counting) has
been raised to help cover costs.
Interestingly, Peake and Camp
bell became acquainted three and a
half years ago when Campbell was

Sl the Eectoe of comumnity devel-
opment foe Tillamook Cowty. With
B hedp of Camphell, Peake expand-
ed im0 the canning business when
an lwacd, Wash, camery decided
to call o quits, He purchised the
edquipmmewt and sel up his own oper-
ation, m the process coesting more
Jobs in T llamook Conmty

A stckler for quality, Peake is
proud of the prodoct the
Tilkymook Bay Boathouse
produces for the food
bank. “This is from booe-
less'skinless salmom fil-
less,” unlike some canned
salmon that comes with
banes and skin ca.

Looking to expedite
the process i his ead. be
was also eager to get the
canned sadmon 1o the food
bank as quickly as possi-
ble. "We need to get it in
the hands of the peaple
thae seed it"

At the Norh County
Food Bank, the fimal stop
o0 the road, Imie Camel-
U Is grateful for the new

fo0d source and the vol-
unteer effont thae makes

\ it happen.
“The fish came about “tp)’;m;lg,. we're noe set w 1o
as mﬂy as C“'ﬂ'l) as andie wWhole fish. This works out

well with very linle cost 1o the food
Bank,” she said

It's & busy time of year foc the
food tunk that serves famalics from
the Tillsmook/Clatsop cosaty bor-
der south to Twin Rocks, and doos-
tiors help keep the shelves Mol for
dearibution,

The North County Food Bank is
open every Twescay from | o 3 pm
o serve < ents, Donations of food we
accepted Tuesday moming through
moon or 5y appoimement. To keam
mare, cdlll the food bank at (S03)
688 TTR

Cash Jomations are welcome as
well, andmay be sent to North Coun-
ty Food Eaak, P O. Box 162, Wheel-
er, Or, 97147,



