FISH BOUNTY
FEEDS THECOUNTY

THE NORTH COUNTY FOOD BANK LANDS
HUNDREDS OF FREE HATCHERY-RAISED COHO

¥ LONI TOMIAS
THEORRKINIAX

Folks In Tillamook have &
heck of a fish story -« make
that 700 plus and counting
fish sacnies

And na. 35 not aboul the
anes that got away.

It stasts with the offer of free
fish — amdl the unfortunate,
albei ursvoidable, sefusal of
those tish.

ADouL two yeurs ago, stall
with Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife offered
Imbe Camelli, president of
the Noeth Couney Food Bank,
batchery-rgsed cobo salmon
from the Waserhouse Falls fish
trap on the Narth Fork of the
Nt River,

INow, the Kast diving pou want 50 3o when rying to feed!
the hungry Is tum away food. But that wis exactly the
predicament Camell, 87, found herself In. She simply
dide’t have the facliey the staff or the vmme 10 be clean -
Ing fsdy whwen she needed o be feeding people

Al 50 the sedooon wege killed and hrown back in the
Nehalem as nuatrkensts. The flsh trap is part of the Life
Cydde Maonitoring peogram operated by Fish and Wikl -

Same of the salmen caught at the Waterdouse
Falis fizh trag are canmed before being
distributed to assistedIving centers and a foed
bank in Titameek County.

- e and the Uocvalis Heseanch
y Lah The project team counts
the fish & the trap, whikh is
abous 135 mies east of the
vown of Nebwadem on the Necth
Fock of the Nebalem River.
The wild omes ame alkrwed 1o
peass while the hatchery lish
e counted, measured and
kled so they do notmix with
the wild fish.

All those feh gning to vaste
didny s well with Bil Congp-
bedl, the retired directo of the
Nifamoek County Deparn.-
ment of Community Devel

opment,

“It's high-value protein,
some of the hest protedn you
can getan the plate,” sald
Campbell. ™ 1o have it not be avadable because of these
obegactes . Jowoukd be s waste 1P we coukdn't get the
tesy, the Bsh woukd go Back o the stresum for nourstunsm
How many fish do you need 1o nowrish a stnand”®

S0 kst year, Campbedl came up with a solution. He
drafted Jocal processor Darus Peake, owner of the
Tikamook Bay Boathouse, to process the fish, which
Peake agrood 1o doarcost, The stie granbed bim mcorss
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Coheo saimaon caught at the Waterhouse Falls fish trap will be precessed and then dstributed to needy Individuals in
Tilameok County.



Free fish:

Organizers
of program

short on cash

Continued from Page Bl

“to the fish trap, and volunteers

signed on to transport the fish,
kept fresh in totes of ice.

Last year, they harvested and
processed 157 fish.

This year, they're already at
726 (200 are from the hatchery
upstream from the trap) salmon
and counting. That comes o,
give or take a few, 4,293 7'
—ounce cans of salmon and
2,200-plus pounds of frozen fi-
lets in the freezer. They've deliv-
ered some to the food bank and
some to assisted-living facilities
in the county, and are looking at
other ways of getting them out
into the community where they

are needed. e

ful. We are so far be-

“We just got an- G} ;ﬂw * yond thatitisn't even
other 45 fish today” ¥ "\% Ji funny”
said Mike Ehlen, one (|7 - mnﬁi So instead of need-
of the volunteers on e Wm«i ing $2,000 to cover
Wednesday. “It's off  EFETEGAECEE the costs, they'l need
the Richter scale. The S8 nearly $9,500. So far,

trap is full again to-
day after we left with

i FallsFish T

they've raised a litde
more than a third of

45 fish. It's crazy.” &% | .- (thatandare appeal-
Addinthe factthat = Hﬁ yphe o ingto the commu-

the project is pro- ‘_} Netialen 1 ity for help.

viding jobs for eight  Nenalem Fordin The response so far

cannery workers - Y has been encourag-

who probably would : @ - ing, Campbell said. |

not have much to do i s Upon hearing the

this time of year and Bt story, people say,
that the Neah-Kah- wTiiamank “Wow, that's awe-
Nie High School art e oprconay SOME” Campbell

class is designing

the labels for the

cans, and you have a success
story nearly beyond belief, said
Ehlen.

There is just one downside to
the story. The project has been
so successful, organizers are
short on finances.

“We thought we'd get about
250 fish,” said Campbell, “We
thought that would be success-

said.

“I ran into a guy
who runs a north coast secu-
rity company. He said. ‘T've got
the checkbook in the pickup
truck,’ and he cut us a check on
the spot. That describes the will-
ingness of people to make dona-
tions to us.”
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