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Smi/eg Bros. welcome annual return of

COHO S

By Dave Fabar
The Oloen

return of the fall rains and the begin-
ning of the Coho salmon retem on the
North Fock Nehalem can caly mean one
thing — the “Smiley Beothers™ are at it again.

Two Manzanita resideats Ball
Campbell and Mike Ehlen helped sperhed the
volunieer effort to transport halchery-prodoced
Coho salmon o B end of theie life cycle 10
Garibaldi o be processed and canned for the
North County Food Bank.

Campbell was quick to ealist the help Drrus
Peake and Cam Holtz, awnens of the Tillecok
Bay Boathouse. » licensed food processing facil
ity in Garibaldi. With the help of volunteers and
the cooperation of the Oregon Department of Fish
and Wikdlife and Ovegon Stale Univessily, the
local food bank n 2009 receivald 1,129 cans of
filleted Cobo. Everyons was ecstatic,

“Just being mvolved with this puts a smale om
youe face,” sad Campbell. Heace, the Smaley
Brothers label, a phrase Campbell credits Ehlen
with.

Last year, the Smiley Brofhers got senions.
They ook receipt of 730 harv Cobo salmon,
31 of which wese filleted aad delivered to Ne-
hadem By House and Kilchis House sssssted liv-
g homes in Tillamook County, where they wese
“upuvd foe the residents providing mose than

330 mesds. In addition, the Tillamook Bay Boat-
Rouse produced 6 889 cass of filleted salmon:

1 800 of the 7.5-0z, cans wure delivered 10 the
North County Food Bank m Wheeler, with the
balance of 5089 going %0 e Tillamock Regicaal
Food Bank for distribution.

With the upstream migration just snderway
this fall, #t's 100 eacly 1o sl how many fish will
be pulled from the life cycle moni statom ot
Walerhossse Falls on the Neoeth Fork make it
1 the canmseg facility oa Tillamook Bay. Coamp-
bell is hoping for ancther year like kst yesr,

Seill evolving, the Cobo harvest program has

and pow ivolves studeats from Neah-
Kah-Nie High Schoal and the Rotary Cleb of
Neeth Tiamook County.

An mestructor Steve Albrechitsen sccompaniad
six of his: 2t students on 4 Geld trip oo Water-
house Fulls on Oct. 11, followed by aother o

ing two days later 10 the Tillamook Bay Boat-
huu.u 10 see the fimshed peoduct. Neah-Kah-Nie

comgeted in designing a label for the
canned sslseon 1t vear, with the wimaing desig)
adcening the coms. Thas year, in addition 10 the

label, students age i the madst of designing and
peoduecing an 11 x 17 inch posies 10 commemo-
rane the harvest. The licld trigs affoeded them the
opporanity o witness the process finsthand sad
10 take photo g

= We look %o have the poster ready by the end
of the month,” x:0d Alteechtsen, who, like his st
See CORO, page
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dents, enjoyed the outing to
Waterhouse Falls.

“It expands involvement,”
said Campbell of the students’
participation. It helps make
connections and gets the word
out there as to what we’re
doing.”

Another new wrinkle is the
sponsorship of the program by
the Rotary Club. “We heard
about it last year and it was just
s0 great, we decided to join
forces this year,” said club pres-
ident Judy Hathaway.

With its non-profit 501¢3
status, tax-deductible contribu-
tions will be funneled through
the club, Additional help comes
in the form of hauling harvested
salmon to Garibaldi, says Hath-
away. “It helps take the burden
off of Bill and Mike. We just
want to offer our support in any
way we can,” Hathaway said.

To help offset expenses for
processing and labeling, the
fundraising effort is underway.
The Smiley Brothers took in
$9,139 in cash donations last
fall that was used to offset the
total cost of $10,60) for pro-
cessing and labeling. The Ore-
gon Food Bank covered the
balance.

Processing the salmon at a
cost of $1.50 per can enabled
the Tillamook Bay Boathouse
to extend the seasonal work for
its cannery crew of eight people
more than three weeks, another
positive ontcome of the pro-
gram.

Labeling costs were $.0625
per can, and could not have
been done, says Campbell,
“without the ‘can-do spirit’ of
the Neah-Kah-Nie High School
students and staff.

Another new wrinkle is the
affiliation with the Tuna Classic
held each year at the Port of
Garibaldi, where private indi-
viduals pledged their catch for
the one-day event to the food
bank. Processed at cost by the
Tillamook Bay Boathouse, the
high protein canned tuna adds
to the food bank mix.

With the Coho harvest in
full swing, it's not too late to
donate to the effort. Tax-de-
ductible donations may be sent
to the North Tillamook County
Rotary Club, Atm: Waterhouse
Falls Coho Salmon Harvest,
P.O. Box 74, Manzanita, OR,
97130.

Those contributing $50 or
more will receive the commenmn-
orative the 2011 Water House
Falls Coho Salmon Harvest and
Tuna Classic poster designed
by Neah-Kah-Nie High stu-
dents.
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